The First Home Rule Bill
was undeniably a jealous man, and about this period of his
life a distrustful man* It may be that Parnell wanned to
Lord Randolph in a way that he could not do to Mr* Chamber-
lain because of some similarity in their natures* Sir Edward
Clarke describes Lord Randolph's first public speech in
terms that might almost be used to describe the first public
speech made by ParnelL Sir Edward went to Woodstock
during the General Election of 1874* " Then I met Lord
Randolph Churchill, a nervous* rather awkward young man,
who certainly seemed to have the most elementary ideas
about current politics* We had some talk about the subjects
he was going to deal with in his speech* I wrote out four
or five questions which were to be put into friendly hands
and asked from the back of the room, and gave Lord Randolph
the answers. When we came to the meeting Lord Randolph
was very nervous* He had written out his speech on small
sheets of paper* and thought that if he put his hat on the
table and the papers in the bottom of the hat he would be
able to read them* This, of course, he could not do* There
was a rather noisy audience, who gibed at him and shouted
to him to take the things out of his hat, and so on, and the
speech was far from being a success*"1
But ParnelFs faith in Lord Randolph Churchill, whatever
its foundation may have been, was not justified by Lord
Randolph's behaviour during Lord Salisbury's short-lived
ministry in 1885* If there was one man in England whom
Parnell should have cultivated at this time, that man was
Mr, Chamberlain* We may thank ParnelTs mother, who
had trained her son to hate and distrust Englishmen, for the
fact that Parnell failed to make friends in England or to
recognise which Englishman out of a group of Englishmen
was the most likely to be of help to him* He regarded them
1 The Story of my Life, by the Rt* Hoa, Sir Edward Clarke, K*C*,
p* 108,
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